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John 17:1-8
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Part 1: “Oneness, Unity for the World’s Sake”
There is an intimacy, a “oneness,” that I am blessed to enjoy with my 
wife.  I also have certain degrees of closeness with a few friends.  But I 
don’t think I have any idea of the oneness that Jesus speaks of that exists 
between him and the Father. But He doesn’t boast about it.  He simply 
aches for us to enter into that with them and with each other.  He says this 
is possible because they love us even as they love each other.  Wow!  Yet, 
as awesome as that would be, until he returns and the mission is over, it’s 
not ultimately for us alone, but for the whole world to believe.  Oh God, 
help us enter into this!

Read John 17:18-23
1. In verses 18-19, Jesus reminds the Father that the baton has been 	
	 passed.  What is the mission?

2. Ultimately, why does he sanctify Himself, set Himself apart, and fulfill 	
	 His last task?

3. In verses 20-23, Jesus has one driving petition.  What is it and why is 	
	 it so important?

4. How much does the Father love you? (v. 23)
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Part 1: Reflection
Out of His love for us and the Father, Jesus faithfully and willfully finished 
His task.  In return, how committed to continuing the mission are you?

In what ways could you increase your passion and pursuit of intimacy, 
unity, and oneness with God in order to see the world believe?

Listen and be encouraged:  “Oh my child, that you would know that I love 
you even as I love Jesus.  As I am in Jesus and He is in Me, so we want 
you to be in us and us in you so that the world will know and believe!”
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Part 2: “Knowing Him and Making Him Known!”
This phrase has been a mission statement for a number of organizations as 
well as individuals.  But it was original to Jesus.  And what does He want 
us to know the most?  Read and see.

Read John 17:24-26
1. What does Jesus long for us to see and celebrate with him?

2. The world has offered many ideas about God.  What does Jesus say 	
	 about that?

3. The one who is most qualified to share about another person is the one 	
	 who knows the other person best.  Jesus knows the Father and has 	
	 made Him known.  But what does He want us to know most?
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Part 2: Reflection
Jesus is still praying today that you would know that you are loved by the 
Father even as He is loved. How does that make you feel?

What might be preventing you from believing in, or from experiencing 
that love?  Ask the Lord for help, insight, healing, or whatever it takes for 
that love to really be “in you” even as Jesus is “in you.”

Listen and be encouraged: “I have made the Father known to you and will 
continue to make him known in order that the love with which he loves me 
may be in you and that I may be in you. Oh that you would really know 
and revel in the wonder of our love for you!”
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